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Editor’s Note
Some of the photographs in this guide include social gatherings,
which were taken prior to the COVID-19 pandemic.

This Developer’s Guide Describes St. Petersburg’s
Downtown in a Unique Moment of Inflection

Our walkable downtown was designed for small
blocks and purposeful green space—all built into
the city’s original plan. Nestled against Tampa Bay,
Downtown St. Pete benefits from gulf breezes, a
mild coastal climate and an expansive waterfront
park system. As a peninsula on a peninsula, water –
in the form of urban lakes, creeks or the Gulf – is a
constant presence.
The city skyline ascends to crest at the water’s edge,
and city high-rises are primarily residential buildings.
That density means that Downtown St. Pete is lively
with plazas, parks and outdoor bars and restaurants,
creating a dynamic urban-village vibe. A strong
commitment to preserving our authentic, local
feeling permeates our restaurant and retail sectors.
Situated on Florida’s western Gulf Coast, adjacent
to Interstate 275, St. Petersburg has historically
attracted transplants from Midwestern states. Our
urban personality is a combination of Midwestern
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St. Petersburg is uniquely poised to shine in
a post-COVID world. As a sun-drenched, artfilled, metropolis, St. Petersburg embraces a
creative energy that fuels entrepreneurship
and outdoor living.

Like many other American cities, St. Pete continues
to grapple with a difficult history of racial injustice.
As we embrace transformational developments
over the next few years, we must continue to expand
opportunities for everyone – particularly
for people of color. We must be intentional, adaptable
and expansive in planning for inclusion as we build
a more equitable city. Good intentions must be
reinforced with continued action.
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hospitality, southern charm and beach front
ease. And as a result, locals and visitors love the
authenticity and warmth of our community culture.
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This year promises to be a pivotal moment in
our city’s continued evolution. This guide is a
snapshot of our growth. We are excited about
future development that takes advantage of our
coastal climate, a foundation of good design,
intentional inclusivity and a welcoming culture
that already defines this special place.
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Qualities of Place

Derek Houston, Chair
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2021 NEW
DEVELOPMENT

St. Petersburg is the fifth largest city in the country’s third mostpopulated state. It also sits in Florida’s most densely populated county,
Pinellas County. Our metropolitan area includes nearly three million
people. Yet Downtown St. Pete still feels more like a village as cultural
and business districts have organically emerged alongside authentic and
distinct neighborhoods throughout the urban core.
There are four main Downtown Districts, each with unique character
and treasure to be found within. The districts are home to development
projects, described in the pages that follow, that will continue to
contribute to the evolution of Downtown St. Pete.

Intermezzo © 2017 City of St. Pete.

EDGE District
This award-winning Main Street District is located between Dr.
MLK Jr. & 18th Streets and 1st Avenues North & South. Historic
preservation-based revitalization enhances a vibrant and eclectic
array of locally-owned, independent businesses. Visitors stroll along
landscaped corridors, taking in public art and enjoying one-of-a-kind
boutiques, galleries, studios and shops with designer apparel, handcrafted beauty supplies, vintage decor and dozens of unique bars and
restaurants. The EDGE District is home to a majority of Downtown’s
apartments including new builds and planned mixed-use development.

Orange Station (former police station)
In 2019, the St. Pete Police Department moved into a new $78.5
million, 170,000 square foot headquarters. The completion of the
new facility paved the way for the redevelopment of the former
police station, which sits on 2 acres in the EDGE District.

Rendering for the new Orange Station. © 2020, J Square Developers and DDA Development.

•
•
•
•

60 condos
30 apartments
Ground-floor restaurants and retail
100,000 sq ft office

St. Petersburg Museum of History

St. Petersburg has a long history of piers
dating back to 1889. The last iteration,
the Inverted Pyramid, was built in 1973
and closed in 2013 to make way for a
new pier concept. The highly anticipated
new Pier opened in July of 2020 to wide
acclaim. It is central to the Pier District,
offering aquatic sunrises, top-notch
food and drink, playgrounds, splash pad,
beach, picnic area, watercraft launches,
outdoor art installations, a fishing deck,
the science themed locally-based Tampa
Bay Watch Discovery Center, local vendor
marketplace, and a multitude of places to
take in the picturesque waterfront views.

Offers residents and visitors of all ages a world
class outdoor experience. Pier Park will serve as
host to concerts, festivals, community events, 5K
runs, gatherings, exercise classes, educational
seminars, food trucks, romancing entertainers,
and live performances, along with innumerable
special occasions and celebrations.

For nearly 100 years, the St. Petersburg
Museum of History has collected,
preserved and communicated the
heritage of Florida with emphasis on St.
Petersburg and the Pinellas Peninsula.

•
•
•
•
•
•

26 acres
8,000 sq ft St. Petersburg History Museum
3,000 sq ft Discovery Center & Wet Classroom

•
•
•
•

$6.8M expansion
8,000 sq ft of new space

New exhibit gallery and visitor’s center
Roof-top terrace overlooking the Bay

Pedestrian centric design
Tram system
Five restaurants including the roof-top Pier Teaki
with 360 views of Tampa Bay and Downtown

© City of St. Pete.

© City of St. Pete.

© City of St. Pete.

11
DOWNTOWN GUIDE

The New St. Pete Pier

Characte

Pier District
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Central Arts District
This District spans the 200-800 blocks from First Avenues North to South, encompassing a rich mixture
of new development and historic structures. A thriving music scene gives the District its rhythm, with
several venues showcasing local and national talent. National touring rock, folk, country and alternative
bands perform in an open air stage under a giant tree canopy at Jannus Live. Ruby’s Elixir hosts nightly
live jazz, blues & soul performers. Studio@620 develops artistic and educational programs using
storytellers, poets, musicians and historians, to encourage new cultural experiences. The Floridian Social
Club (formerly State Theatre) is an 800 seat concert venue recently restored to its art deco design roots.

400 Central Avenue
Red Apple Group is behind a 1.3 million sq ft mixed-use
development. Sitting on a vacant parcel in Downtown,
one of the towers will reach 515 feet making it the
tallest building in the city.

•
•
•
•

300 luxury condos
225 hotel rooms
20,000 sq ft Class A office
25,000 sq ft retail
© 2016 City of St. Pete.

St. Pete’s Municipal Services Center (MSC) Building
The City is moving forward in a public private partnership
with Third Lake/Echelon to redevelop its existing MSC building
on Central Avenue into a mixed-use project, and to construct a
new MSC building on city-owned land on 2nd Avenue.
Plans for MSC Building on 2nd Avenue

•
•
•
•
•

120,000 sq ft office
An adjacent residential building
15-20% workforce housing units
20 stories
Ground floor retail

Proposal for Existing MSC on Central Avenue

•
•
•

© St. Pete Rising.

Utilize existing MSC structure
Ground floor office space converted to retail
Future redevelopment or demo building when
market warrants

© 2015, City of St. Pete.
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© City of St. Pete.

© 2019, The Dalí Museum.

Waterfront Museum District

The Dalí

Running along Downtown’s sparkling waterfront park system,
the expansive District features fashionable drinking, dining and
shopping destinations on Beach Drive, world-class museums
and galleries, performing arts venues, lush green parks, outdoor
festivals and several yacht basins. Anchored by the Dalí and
Duke Energy Center for the Arts – The Mahaffey Theater, the
District includes the St. Petersburg Museum of History, the
Museum of Fine Arts, the American Museum of Arts and Crafts,
The James Museum of Western and Wildlife Art, and The Vinoy®
Renaissance St. Petersburg Resort & Golf Club.

To accommodate The Dalí’s growing visitation, the country’s largest single-artist
museum and the most-visited art museum in Florida, has announced a $35M+
expansion—a revolutionary space inviting the world to innovative digital art experiences.

•
•
•

One floor of interactive digital art galleries to spark interaction & transform thought
One floor of education & meeting space to promote innovation, learning & interaction
Infinite experiences that educate, engage & delight

The Dalí expansion will help engender global empathy and provide an escape from
the ordinary as art and technology combine to empower people to reshape their
imaginations and their lives.

SPDP 2021

14

Downtown Adjacent
Districts

2021 NEW
DEVELOPMENT

Deuces Live
Named for its location on 22nd Street between
9th and 15th Avenues South, the Deuces Live
district honors the lively and prosperous AfricanAmerican community of South St. Pete during
the early 20th century. Restaurants like Chief’s
Creole Cafe feature authentic southern cooking.
At the historic Manhattan Casino, residents once
caught performances by Duke Ellington and Billie
Holiday. A new I-Mix zone has been proposed that
would add residential options and create a more
diversified, vibrant and resilient neighborhood
economy. Additional developments in the Deuces
include the Urban Midtown Apartments and
redevelopment of Tangerine Plaza.

Chief’s Creole Cafe Courtyard. © City of St. Pete.

Legacy business Chief’s Creole Cafe is an anchor of the Deuces Live District. Mural by Herbert Scott Davis. © City of St. Pete.

Deuces Rising
The city budgeted $7.5 million in FY20 to
the revitalization of a one-mile portion of
the 22nd Street South corridor. This vision,
called “Deuces Rising,” re-commits the city’s
focus to the area and allocates additional city
resources for placemaking and streetscaping.

•

Five gateway intersections, branded
signage and landscaping

•
•

Safer pedestrian and bicycle crossings

•

Planned development includes housing,
retail and workspaces

A new community park at 22nd Street
South and 9th Avenue South

Mural by: B - Jujmo (@jujmo),  L - John Gasgot (@jgascot), A - Painkiller Cam (@painkillercam), C - Catherine Weaver (@uniquelyoriginalarts),
K - Nuclear Sky Art (@nuclearskyart), L - Wayward Walls (@waywardwalls), I - Laura Spencer (@lauraspencerillustrates), V - James Hartzell (@artbyjamese),
E - Artist Esh (@artish_esh), S - Jade Jackson (@avacatoto), M - James Kitchens (@freestyletattooz), A - Megasupremo (@megasupremo), T - Von Walters
(@von.walters), T - Plum Howlett (@pvo_tattooshop), E - Melanie Posner (@therealmelpoz), R - Daniel Barojas (@r5imaging). Photo © 2020, City of St. Pete.
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Innovation District
The St. Pete Innovation District (SPID) is home to
the largest concentration of Life Science, Marine
Science, Education, Data Analytics, Art and Technology
organizations in the Southeastern U.S. Within less than one
square mile, the District houses research labs, universities,
collaborative spaces, public and private companies,
entrepreneurs, non-profits, and investors. This close
proximity facilitates collaboration of disparate industries
and ideas. Inventions stem from the convergence,
resulting in new and expanded jobs, and sustainable
economic development. The “products” of innovation are
publicly promoted for use in other communities to serve
populations from St. Pete and far beyond.

Tampa Bay Innovation Center
The Tampa Bay Innovation Center is a business incubator,
accelerator and coworking entrepreneurial center
supporting over 600 entrepreneurs. Currently located in
Downtown there are plans underway for a new center in the
SPID. The new facility will create a nurturing environment
for entrepreneurs, facilitating collaborations with partners,
funders and resources to cultivate innovation.

•
•
•

© St. Petersburg Innovation District.

40,000 sq ft		
$27.2M in economic impact		
228 new jobs

MLK Business District
Founded in 1994, the District is dedicated to expanding
businesses, and strengthening their presence in the
community. Spanning for a two mile stretch along Dr. M.L.K.
Jr. Street N, from 26th Ave. S. to 34th Ave. N, businesses
include a variety of locally-owned retail, small businesses,
galleries, personal services and wellness facilities.

Nitally’s Thai-Mex cuisine is a highlight of the MLK Business District. © 2020, Nitally’s.

SPDP 2021
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Grand Central
Just west of the Downtown Core is Grand Central, designated nationally and by
the State of Florida as a Main Street Community. It is home to hundreds of locally
owned and operated independent businesses. Merchants include restaurants,
bars, art galleries, studios, antique stores, professional services, health and
wellness providers. This District hosts many events and festivals throughout the
year and is surrounded by historic neighborhoods. It boasts a vibrant nightlife
and is pedestrian and bicycle friendly. It hosts the annual Pride Parade, the
largest pride celebration in Florida and the second largest in the Southeast.

St. Petersburg LGBT Welcome Center. © 2018 City of St. Pete.

Mural by J&S Signs and David Gonzales. © 2017 City of St. Pete.

© 2020, St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership/Nil Patel.

This District is a cultural arts destination in the heart of St.
Pete. Comprised of over 300 artists and creators who are
dedicated to building a vibrant arts community, businesses
within the district support creative outreach. Artists-owned
spaces are designed to protect the long-term growth of the
districts as a haven for artists and arts organizations. A wide
range of media and styles make up this creative ecosystem,
showcased monthly during the St. Petersburg Art Alliance’s
Second Saturday ArtWalk. This event engages artists and art
enthusiasts from the surrounding districts and beyond.

Factory St. Pete

Equit

Warehouse Arts

17

© City of St. Pete.

Eight warehouses across 6.5 acres in the Warehouse Arts
District will house artists, nonprofits and small businesses.
The new space is part gallery, part event host, and part
creative incubator. It includes 6,000 sq ft multi-purpose
space ideal for weekend markets, pop-ups and rehearsals.
The space will feature a range of artworks by local and
international artists, and will accommodate frequent exhibits,
events, workshops and creative education programs.

Fairgrounds
An immersive, playful, experiential arts attraction that
celebrates all things Florida, especially its wacky side,
is slated to open in 2021. Fairgrounds aims to become a
leader for arts innovation, and economic engine for local
artists and craftspeople.

•

12,000 sq ft space dedicated to an experiential
art exhibition

•
•

Part of the Factory St. Pete compound

© City of St. Pete.

Opportunities for artists, performers, writers,
musicians, storytellers and makers

Mural by JR. © City of St. Pete.

© David Calvin Fotos.
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Office Development

Dynasty Financial Services in the 200 Central building. © 2019, Cushman & Wakefield, Dynasty.

Developers have keyed into the rising interest in multifaceted
communities. Downtown development projects are rarely
standalone commercial developments. New projects integrate
office space with residential, retail, restaurant and in many cases
hotel space, to meet comprehensive market demand.

Commercial Space Today
There are 2,038,302 sq ft of office space in Downtown St. Pete
with a majority classified as Class A. The Central Business
District (CBD) has a low vacancy rate—7.7% and asking rents
average $29.63 per sq ft. For comparison, national vacancy is at
14.4% and $34.64 per sq ft.

St. Pete Central Business District Stats
Ft Commercial
2.0M+ Sq
Office Space

72%

Share of
Class A

7.7%

Vacancy Rate

$29.63

Asking Rent

St. Pete CBD by Class
Total Sq Ft

Available Sq Ft

Vacancy

Asking Rent

Class A

1,461,477

133,850

9.2%

$30.68

Class B

514,714

17,750

2.6%

$21.76

Class C

62,111

0

0.0%

N/A

Total

2,038,302

153,839

7.7%

$29.63

Source: Cushman & Wakefield Q3 2020

Station House coworking space. ©2020, Station House/Nicholas Gavulic.

Major Downtown Tenants

Downtown St. Pete’s vacancy rate tells the story that
office brokers hear so frequently from tenants: demand
for space in Downtown is strong.
While many of its peers are seeing more tenants vacating
than signing new leases, in Downtown St. Pete, more
space is being leased than vacated, resulting in a positive
net absorption rate as of the end of Q3 2020.

VACANCY

11.3%

2015

VACANCY

2020

7.7%
VACANCY

Notable Buildings

American Express (Serve)

•

Bank OZK

•

Bayfront Health St. Petersburg

•

BB&T

•

Cyndeo Wealth Partners

•

Duke Energy

•

Dynasty Financial Partners

•

Johns Hopkins All Children’s
Hospital

•

Kobie Marketing

•

L3Harris Technologies

•

Merrill Lynch

•

Morgan & Morgan

•

Northern Trust

•

Poynter Institute

•

Raymond James & Associates

•

Regus

•

Spirion

21

200 Central

City Center

Duke Energy

Plaza Tower

SunTrust Tower

•

St. Anthony’s Hospital

200 Central Ave

100 2nd Ave S

299 1st Ave N

111 2nd Ave NE

300 1st Ave S

•

Synzi

295,000 sq ft

242,000 sq ft

227,000 sq ft

187,000 sq ft

61,000 sq ft

•

Times Publishing Co.

•

Traub Lieberman Straus &
Shrewsberry

•

Trenam Law

•

Truist Bank

•

UBS Financial Services

•

University of South Florida’s College
of Marine Science

•

University of South Florida’s St.
Petersburg Campus

•

UPC Insurance

•

U.S. Coast Guard

•

U.S. Geological Survey

•

Wells Fargo

First Central Tower

490 First

Morgan Stanley Tower

Bayboro Station

Synovus Bank Building

360 Central Ave

490 1st Ave S

150 2nd Ave N

263 13th Ave S

333 3rd Ave N

244,000 sq ft

240,000 sq ft

188,000 sq ft

81,000 sq ft

48,000 sq ft

DOWNTOWN GUIDE

17.9%

2010

Commercial Space Trend

•

SPDP 2021
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Coworking in Downtown
The most significant office development story represents a
deviation from traditional “A, B and C” spaces. Like many other
urban centers, Downtown St. Pete is seeing significant demand for
coworking space. The trend is particularly strong in
St. Pete, fueled by significant relocations from northern states
and larger metropolitan areas, an existing strong creative
class, and entrepreneurial growth.

Statewide Entrepreneurial Growth

Local Entrepreneurial Growth

The demand for coworking space is rising, as entrepreneurial
pursuits increase statewide. The Census currently ranks
Florida #3 for business startups.

Entrepreneurial interest in St. Pete is high. The Tampa Bay Metro Area
ranks within the top 10 metros for young entrepreneurs, taking the
#7 position, and the Metro ranked as a top 20 Best Tech City in 2019.
Considerations like job availability, median salary, cost of living and
job growth state are factored into these calculations. Entrepreneurs
have additional factors such as walkability, quality of life and
proximity to art, culture, food and entertainment, that swing in our
local market’s favor when selecting a home for their venture.

Florida Statistics

Organizations like those shown to the right help earlystage businesses achieve financial stability and contributed
to Tampa Bay’s 75% year-over increase in VC investment
activity—according to the Tampa Bay Entrepreneurial
Ecosystem Report.

RANKED

+23%

#10

for Business
Startups1

VC Funding Increase
Over 5 Years2

for Venture Capital
Investments2

#3

IMPROVED PATENTS
ISSUED RANKING

#11 #8

4,100+

Over 5 Years3

Patents Granted3

Sources: U.S Census Business Formation Statistics1,
PwC/NVCA MoneyTree™ Report, Thomson Reuters2,
U.S. Patents and Trademark Office3

The supportive ecosystem in our region, made up of these
organizations and others, provides mentoring, coaching, accelerator
programs, funding support and events to move early-stage startups
to growth-stage and beyond.
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1

Station House

Thrive

2

260 1st Ave S
23,000 sq ft
Opened 2014

©2019, Station House/Stephen Zane

(Previously WorkLodge)

136 4th St N
28,000 sq ft
Opened June 2020

© 2020, St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership/Nil Patel.

Coworking Configuration
Existing infrastructure facilitates traditional coworking space
and business incubator needs. There is growing interest among
entrepreneurs, but also among a growing population of employees
working for companies who allow remote work flexibility; many
of these employees require the structure and routine of going to
an office in order to be productive, and identify those qualities in
coworking spaces. The piqued interest collectively has prompted
the following recent developments in Downtown.

3

Novel Coworking
333 3rd Ave N
53,106 sq ft
Opened December 2020

4

Industrious
200 Central Ave
37,000 sq ft
Opening Spring 2021
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Tax Data & Fiscal Stability
Additional factors tip the scales in St. Petersburg’s favor
for entrepreneurs and business owners of companies
large and small. Tax climate and local fiscal stability
make it easier to thrive in our urban center.
Downtown St. Pete businesses enjoy significant local
and state tax advantages, including no individual income
tax, 4.5% corporate income tax, and a 7.0% sales
tax. Business owners benefit from living in the state
ranked #4 for overall tax ranking, based upon an index
of more than 120 variables in five areas of taxation—
corporate taxes, individual income taxes, sales taxes,
unemployment insurance taxes and property taxes.

Tax Rates

0.0%

Individual
Income Tax

4.5%

Corporate
Income Tax

7.0%

Sales Tax

Source: Tax Foundation Business Tax Climate Data 2020

The overall tax ranking exceeds all home states of peer
and relocation markets, including New York, Texas,
Georgia, North Carolina, Illinois and Tennessee.

© Eve Epstein.
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Eve Epstein

Fiscal Stability

CEO/Co-Founder SoleVenture

Fiscal stability is strong at state and local levels. A
recent publishing by U.S. News & World Report ranks
Florida #1 in short-term, #3 in long-term, and #2 in
overall fiscal stability; the report weighs 71 metrics
across the categories of health care, education,
economy, infrastructure, opportunity, fiscal stability,
crime, corrections and natural environment.

How long have you lived in St. Petersburg and
what brought you to St. Petersburg?
I was born and raised in St. Pete. My great-grandparents moved down here
in the 1940s. We have three generations living in the Tampa Bay area now.
I moved back to St. Pete from Washington, DC, for many reasons, including
the culture, politics and business opportunities.

What are the key business factors you see as strengths
for starting your company in St. Petersburg?
Florida is a business-friendly state, but St. Pete is unique because of the
breadth of new talent. Younger, educated people are moving here for the
quality of life and cost of living.

The overall fiscal stability of the City of St. Petersburg
makes Downtown an appealing place for businesses.
It is the best-ranked city in the state according to a
recent analysis of the 150 most populous cities by
WalletHub factoring 38 financial stability, education,
health, safety, economy, infrastructure and pollution
metrics. Moody’s assigns the City a credit rating of
Aa2—delineating high quality and very low credit risk.

Fiscal Stability Top 10 State Rankings
1. Tennessee

What are the key lifestyle factors you see as strengths for St. Petersburg?

2. Florida

I’m an avid runner. We have great trails and perfect weather. It’s a walkable
city with a beautiful Pier, world class museums, and terrific restaurants.

3. South Dakota
4. North Carolina
5. Utah

Please describe a typical “day in the life” of a St. Petersburg CEO.
6. Indiana
A typical day starts off with a run along the water. I primarily work remotely,
so I often take my laptop to the Pier, a local coffee shop, or another outdoor
location. St. Pete is a big small town. I’m always bound to run into fellow
business owners, community leaders, and friends. It’s a collegial place—
especially for new business owners. I can grab coffee and pick another
person’s brain about new ideas.

7. Nebraska
8. Virginia
9. Georgia
10. New Hampshire
Source: U.S. News & World Report 2019 Fiscal Stability Report
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Workforce Development
Downtown Workforce
In 2014, St. Petersburg deployed a new plan for economic development
called the Grow Smarter Strategy. The strategy aligns the many community
organizations involved in economic development efforts, fostering growth
among specific industries—high wage sectors that were already present within
the community and represent opportunities for further development.
The composition of Downtown employment increasingly aligns with Grow
Smarter industries. As new buildings dot the skyline, the city’s “workforce
infrastructure” is similarly developing through organic growth, influx of talent
relocating from other markets, and our higher education pipeline.
What follows is a point-in-time guide of Downtown’s workforce and a snapshot
of the talent preparing to join the workforce upon graduation.

Downtown’s workforce is approximately 28,000 strong. Over the
past five years, employment in Downtown grew 21%, exceeding
city, county and state job growth.
Five key industry segments that comprise 3 in 4 jobs in Downtown
are Health Care and Social Assistance, Government, Leisure &
Hospitality, Science and Business Services. These segments have
consistently been major workforce segments largely due to large
employers like Bayfront Health, Johns Hopkins All Children’s
Hospital, the University of South Florida, City of St. Petersburg,
The DalÍ, Florida Fish & Wildlife and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). These industry segments are
uniquely concentrated in Downtown.

Downtown Employment by Industry Supersector

© Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital.
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Downtown Earnings
Earnings are strong in Downtown. In the Business Services, Finance &
Insurance, Science and Health Services categories, earnings by Downtown
employees exceed the city and county. Health Services and Finance earnings
in Downtown additionally exceed those earned throughout the state.

Downtown Earnings
Downtown

DTSP vs.
City

DTSP vs.
County

DTSP vs.
State

Business
Services

$107,011

+$593

+$598

-$27,766

Finance &
Real Estate

$104,616

+$7,303

+$6,605

+$1,767

Science

$78,338

+$687

+$2,190

-$9,832

Health
Services

$69,371

+$6,522

+$6,323

+$5,989

Government

$58,235

-$14,500

-$11,149

-$13,124

Leisure &
Hospitality

$41,177

-$13,353

-$2,566

-$2,292

Source: EMSI

Earnings are on a positive trajectory. Currently, more than half of
Downtown workers exceed the U.S. median, up from nearly 40% five years
ago. For comparison, 44% of those employed in the city, 39% in the county
and 37% in the state exceed the U.S. median.

•

27,800 Downtown employees

•

+21% past 5 year employment growth

•

Over half employed in STEM industries

•

More than half exceed US median wages

•

Downtown earnings in Health Care, Finance and Real
Estate exceed city, county and state
Source: Census on the Map
© 2020, St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership/Nil Patel.

Institutions within One Hour of Downtown

pportunity
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Higher Education
There are 93 public, private and not-for-profit
universities in the state of Florida, with a combined
enrollment of over nearly 500,000. Students
graduating from Florida institutions report
an average debt of $24,041. This, weighted in
conjunction with educational attainment, timeliness
of completion, graduation rates and tuition costs,
generates U.S. News & Report’s annual educational
rankings by state:

Florida Higher Education Rankings

#1

In Higher
Education

College

Miles

St. Petersburg College

<1

University of South Florida, St. Petersburg campus

1

Pinellas Technical College, St. Petersburg Campus

4

Stetson University College of Law

6

Eckerd College

7

Galen College of Nursing

7

National Aviation Academy

11

Nova Southeastern University, Tampa Bay Regional Campus

17

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University

18

Troy University, Tampa Support Center

18

Hillsborough Community College

21

University of Tampa

24

State College of Florida-Bradenton

31

Florida College

34

#2

For Tuition
and Fees

New College

34

Trinity College of Florida

34

#2

For 2-year College
Graduation Rate

University of South Florida, Tampa campus

36

Ringling College of Art & Design

36

#8

For 4-year
Graduation Rate

University of South Florida, Sarasota Campus

47

#8

Pasco Hernando State College

51

Saint Leo University

56

For Debt at
Graduation
These institutions have made notable strides in their graduation rates—
particularly in Grow Smarter disciplines:

Source: U.S. News & World Report

Local Higher Education

Over five years,

Within the larger Tampa Bay area, there are
184,417 students enrolled in public or private
college or graduate school. Twenty-one higher
education institutions are located within an hour
or less of Downtown St. Pete.

degrees completed

the number of
in key fields within
a one hour radius
of Downtown St.
Pete has increased
significantly.

Degree Completion Trends
Engineering

+70%

Information Technology

+67%

Science

+34%

Business

+5%

Source: EMSI and IPEDS; approximate one hour radius
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The two higher learning institutions that have campuses within Downtown’s core—
The University of South Florida (USF) and St. Petersburg College (SPC) have been
recognized by U.S. News & World Report. USF is the fastest growing university in
the country, and SPC ranks third among Florida colleges for academic reputation,
graduation, retention, faculty resources, financial resources, student selectivity,
debt upon graduation, social mobility and alumni giving. These institutions
engage in various workforce initiatives designed to bolster the local talent supply
available to employers.

FUSE
Pinellas County higher education leaders have created a curriculum that helps
students graduate and enter the workforce faster, with lower debt at graduation
than their peers. Students who earn an associates degree from SPC are
guaranteed admission to more than 20 majors at USF.

St. Pete Works

© City of St. Pete.

This year, SPC will lead this initiative designed to connect St. Pete CRA residents
with education and training for middle to high wage careers through 50 short-term
credit and non-credit workforce training programs. SPC will leverage relationships
with business and industry to ensure programs are meeting workforce demand
and St. Petersburg residents are gaining meaningful employment. Areas of
study include Marine and Life Sciences, Data Analytics and IT, Specialized
Manufacturing, Financial Services, and Creative Arts and Design. The SPC
Foundation has partnered with Grow Smarter to establish a scholarship program
and endowment to create new opportunities for education and training.

Lineworker Training Program
SPC’s partnership between Duke Energy, PowerTown Line Construction, Pinellas
Technical College, CareerSource Pinellas, and others, is a prime example of the
institution’s holistic approach to workforce programming. The Lineworker Training
Program resulted from strategic relationships with key St. Petersburg employers
and community organizations. Collectively, they are committed to supporting the
education of a diverse group of trainees, specifically from South St. Petersburg,
helping residents obtain employment in this high-wage, high-demand industry and
breaking the cycle of generational poverty.

Mural by Tessa Moeller. © 2020, St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership/Nil Patel.

Residential Development
Resident Profile
The Downtown housing market has grown significantly over the past
decade. From 2010 to 2015, over 1,200 new units came on the market.
From 2015 to present, another nearly 2,500 were built; in just the last
two years, Downtown has grown by more than 1,500 units—a trajectory
projected to continue based on projects underway and proposed.
This wave of new development has expanded the scope of Downtown’s
residential offerings. New buildings stand next to freshly refurbished
structures, next to rehabbed historic landmarks. Walkable blocks
separate towering luxury condos, from midrise buildings, from
townhomes. Affordable options dot the Downtown grid for seniors,
young professionals and working families. The City works closely with
developers to bring to fruition a healthy mix of residential options to
fulfill its vision of being a city of opportunity where the sun shines on all.

Development
Highlights

The major growth in residential options—particularly over the past five years—
are reflected in Downtown’s demographics.
Resident age has slightly increased over the past five years, from 47 to 49
years. College education is also on the rise, from 60% to 65%. Median income
among residents with a mortgage significantly increased from $77,216 to
$112,969, and owner-occupied average household size increased from 1.79 to
1.92 people, while renter household sizes became slightly smaller, shifting from
1.56 to 1.47 people. Share of owner-occupied residences has decreased by a
single percentage point over five-years.
Growing household sizes in owner-occupied residences points to a rise in
couples as well as families occupying the residences, while the slight reduction
in household size for renters points to more singles renting.

4

15,201
49		
65%		

Senior
Housing

31

22

Townhome
Developments

Highrise
Buildings

10

4

Midrise
Buildings

Affordable
Housing

Resident Profile

SPDP 2021

30

65%		
$44,786
1.47 		
12.9%
35%		
$112,969
1.92		
2.4%		

Population
Median Age
College Educated

Renters
Median Income without Mortgage
Average HHLD Size
Rental Vacancy Rate

Owners
Median Income with Mortgage
Average HHLD Size
Homeowner Vacancy Rate

Source: U.S.
Census American
Community Survey
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Shirl Penney
President & CEO, Dynasty Financial Partners
How long have you lived in St. Petersburg and what brought you to St.
Petersburg?
I moved down to St. Pete in April of 2019 after an 18-month search process
for a new home for my firm, my business partners and my family. We moved
Dynasty’s HQ from Midtown Manhattan, where we founded the business 10
years ago, to DTSP. We looked at every ‘hot’ city up and down the East coast
for fast-growing companies, narrowed it down to 6 finalists, and ultimately
chose St. Petersburg as the standout winner. Everything from the community,
climate, walkability, ease of transportation/travel, talent availability, real
estate and strength of the local financial services sector were among the
many factors we considered. We truly got a community ‘bearhug’ from the
Mayor’s office, EDC, Downtown Partnership and other local business leaders.

What are the key business factors you see as strengths for starting your
company in St. Petersburg?
The number one highlight is talent – both legacy and new. For our legacy
employees, this is a much better environment when juxtaposed to Manhattan.
Above and beyond the tax advantages, you look at the improvements in
commute, walkability, weather, real estate options, child-friendly activities,
community engagement, etc. For new employees, we have been very pleased
with both the availability and quality of talent local to St. Pete. We have
hired aggressively since moving to St. Pete, even accelerating through
the pandemic, and have seen great additions to our culture from right
here in town. Another huge positive is how much our community of clients
love coming to visit us now that we’re in St. Pete. As one of the largest
independent wealth management firms in the U.S., it has been an easily
accepted invite for prospects and clients to come visit our St. Pete HQ.

What are the key lifestyle factors you see as strengths for St. Petersburg?
I moved to St. Pete with my wife, Mary Ann, and our two daughters. We love
the walkability of the city – from watching the dolphins along the wall in Vinoy

Shirl suits up for a lap around the IndyCar track in St. Pete. Dynasty sponsored
St. Pete’s hometown driver, Sebastian Bourdais, in this year’s Firestone Grand Prix.

Park to taking a stroll down Beach Dr and the Pier, we are out and about almost
every evening. Beyond that, our two girls are accomplished junior athletes – St.
Pete brings both the weather and facilities for them to engage with their sports
year-round, as well as a slew of high-caliber professional sports teams for them
to root for and be inspired by. Go Rays!

Please describe a typical “day in the life” of a St. Petersburg CEO.
My day typically starts with a walk with my wife from our home downtown
before heading to Craft Kafe for a cold brew and heading up to Dynasty’s
office in 200 Central. As with many CEOs at fast-growing companies, my days
are long – however, they are a lot more palatable with a view out over the
Bay watching the planes come in at Albert Whitted vs the concrete jungle of
Midtown Manhattan. I love the local restaurant/bar scene and look to try a new
spot every couple weeks. My most recent favorite is Urban Stillhouse – love
what those guys are doing!

Under Construction
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Downtown Residential Development
Downtown residential inventory has significantly
expanded over time. The Downtown dwellings reflect
the diverse desires of residents today. Unique
amenities found within various Downtown St. Pete
dwellings include outdoor kitchens, subdecks, rooftop
pools, dog parks, dog walks, private terraces, spa
services, smart technology, package delivery, and
private elevator and entry foyer experiences.

Name

Address

Category

Units

1

The Mirror

132 Mirror Lake Dr.

Condos

10

2

The Royal

4th Ave. S. & 6th St. S.

Townhomes

13

3

Six Point Row

2641 1st Ave. N.

Townhomes

19

4

Burlington Townhomes

260 8th St. N.

Townhomes

24

5

District on 9th

9th St. at Arlington

Townhomes

34

6

The Exchange

555 Dr. MLK Jr. St. S.

Apartments

132

7

Saltaire

333 1st St. S.

Condos

192

8

Vantage Lofts

114 16th St. N.

Apartments

211

9

Artistry

1601 Central Ave.

Apartments

251

Address

Category

Units

190 4th Ave. NE

Condos

4

8th Street Townhomes

225 8th St. N.

Townhomes

8

The Sapphire

602 3rd Ave. S.

Condos

10

747 North

474 4th Ave. N.

Townhomes

11

Blue Lotus (prev Bezu)

100 4th Ave. N.

Condos

18

The Perry

136 4th Ave. NE

Condos

20

424 8th St. S.

Condos

23

The Mason

300 Central Ave.

Apartments

39

Reflection

300 8th St. N.

Condos

77

EquiAlt Condos

519 3rd Ave. S.

Condos

78

256 2nd Street N. Tower

256 2nd St. N.

Condos

100

The Vibe ("Onyx" Apartments)

334 2nd Ave. S.

Apartments

219

Ascent St. Petersburg

225 1st Ave. N.

Apartments

354

Domus Urbana

644 3rd Ave. S.

Condos

40

770 Apartments

770 4th Ave. N.

Apartments

126

1750 2nd Avenue N.

1750 2nd Ave. N.

Apartments

33

1735 1st Avenue North

1735 1st Ave. N.

Apartments

50

OVER

Residential
Highlights

6,800
Existing Units in
Downtown

Proposed Developments
Name
190 4th Ave NE

1,900

+52%

Planned
Units

Residential Unit
Growth 2015-2019

950

+31%

Under Construction
Units

Residential Unit Growth
Past Two Years

+40%

+46%

Residential Unit
Growth 2010-2014

Residential Unit Growth
Projected Over Next
Two Years

Vela

1

33

Developments
Under Construction
Development Renderings provided by St. Pete Rising.

2

3

4

5
Executive Ruth Ross left California’s west coast for Florida’s Gulf Coast to make
her home in One St. Pete. © 2020, St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership/Nil Patel.

6

7

8

9

© 2020, St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership/Nil Patel.
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Historic Kenwood. © City of St. Pete.

Pinellas Point. © City of St. Pete.

Snell Isle. © City of St. Pete.

© City of St. Pete.

The St. Petersburg Housing Market
Not all Downtown employees and organization leaders opt to live in Downtown. Many
factors make the broader St. Petersburg housing market appealing, including distinct
Downtown adjacent neighborhoods with a wide range of housing options and price points.
Locals tout their love for the outdoors, the arts, the weather, the people and the food and
beverage scene. Our city’s cost of living rankings supplement these sentiments.
Each year, Sperling publishes an analysis of major cities throughout the U.S., providing
a cost of living comparison using various expenses such as food and groceries, goods,
utilities, transportation, health, entertainment and housing. An index below 100 means
the city is cheaper than the U.S. average on a given category.

St. Petersburg out-performs most peer and relocation markets in both overall cost of
living as well as cost of housing.

Overall Cost of Living Index

Housing Index

Median Home Cost

Jacksonville, FL

93.5

78.0

$180,300

St. Petersburg, FL

98.6

92.0

$212,800

Tampa, FL

100.1

94.9

$219,400

Chicago, IL

106.9

99.1

$229,100

Orlando, FL

104.1

106.1

$245,400

Atlanta, GA

107.5

112.0

$259,000

Nashville, TN

101.4

113.3

$262,000

Raleigh, NC

102.3

118.5

$273,900

Miami, FL

123.1

142.7

$329,900

Austin, TX

119.3

159.6

$369,000

Washington, DC

152.1

240.8

$556,700

New York, NY

187.2

294.3

$680,500

Source: Sperling’s BestPlaces
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The St. Petersburg Housing
Market (Continued)
The sense of community that Downtown
residents value—relationships with local
bars, cafés and restaurateurs; friendships
with neighbors and local merchants; a sense
of ownership of public parks, beaches and
outdoor spaces—can be found in neighborhoods
throughout the City. St. Petersburg has an
active network of more than 100 neighborhood
associations that strive to build a sense of
place for businesses, residents and visitors.
Here is just a sampling of some of the unique
neighborhoods surrounding Downtown that
many Downtown employees choose for
setting up roots.

Old Southeast © City of St. Pete.

Coquina Key. © 2018 City of St. Pete.

Lights in Old Northeast. © City of St. Pete.

Snell Island, Venetian Isles & Shore Acres
These upscale waterfront communities are located on man made
islands, criss-crossed with deep-water canals. The neighborhoods are
incredibly popular amongst boating enthusiasts. Prices range from
$500K-$3.5M.

Old Northeast
A sought-after neighborhood adjacent to Downtown St. Pete, Old
Northeast highlights all kinds of unique homes from bungalows
to waterfront estates. Brick streets, granite curbs, hexagon block
sidewalks and lots of welcoming front porches contribute to the
neighborhood’s charm. Prices range from $550K-$2M.

Crescent Lake & Crescent Heights
A 20.7 acre lake and a 52.5 acre public park with a children’s
playground, dog park, tennis court and ball park are what drive people
to Crescent Lake and Crescent Heights. The community features
single family architectural style homes such as craftsman, postwar,
ranch, minimal traditional, tudor, Spanish eclectic, and Dutch colonial
homes. Prices Range from $300K-$1.7M.

Historic Kenwood
The historic Kenwood bungalows, upscale homes and up and
coming townhomes, sit on beautiful tree-lined, brick streets. The
neighborhood prides itself on being St. Petersburg’s “Neighborhood
of the Arts,” home to painters, potters, quilters, jazz musicians, opera
singers, concert pianists, writers and dancers. Prices range from
$320K-$600K.

Gulfport
As an artist’s paradise, Gulfport showcases art walks, eclectic
galleries, festivals and an impressive local farmer’s market. This
charming and historic town is proud to showcase its colorful cottages,
beach and nature preserve. Prices range from $275K-$2.5M.

Pinellas Point
Located at the southern end of Pinellas County’s peninsula, Pinellas
Point is famous for its Pink Streets. Condos, townhomes and single
family homes, including newer construction, reach the 300’s up to
million dollar waterfront estates. Prices range from $300K-$1.5M.
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Allendale Historic Homes
Built in the early 1920’s, historic homes are still prominent in
Allendale while new construction continues to flourish. Home buyers
seek Allendale for single family homes, mostly on oversized lots, with
streets lined in cobblestone and giant oak trees. Prices range from
$300K-$2M.

Lakewood Estates
A quiet neighborhood developed around the St. Petersburg Country
Club, Lakewood Estates highlights numerous lakes and manicured
landscaping, which create a sense of seclusion from the city. The
neighborhood consists of predominantly single family homes. As
the area developed, the architecture of the buildings reflected the
popular styles of the early 1920’s to mid 1950’s, sporting cottages,
Mediterranean Revival and ranch style houses. Prices range from
$265K–$500K.

Coquina Key
A small island neighborhood in St. Petersburg, Florida, Coquina Key
offers waterfront living, and access to a beautiful public park with
playgrounds, a dog park and multi-use fields. This dense suburban
neighborhood is convenient to the downtown area’s restaurants and
entertainment. There is a mix of single family homes, condos and
townhouses. Prices range from $250K–$900K.
Source: Smith & Associates

Community
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Hospitality Development

NEW 2021
DEVELOPMENT

Pinellas County has a substantial tourist trade, bolstered by attractions,
retail, food and beverage and accommodations. According to Conde
Nast Travelers’ 2020 Best U.S. Cities list, St. Petersburg ranked among
Chicago, Boston and New York as a top 10 large U.S. city. There are
developments—planned and underway—in all categories of hospitality.

Existing Retail & Restaurants
Eclectic, engaging and distinct local merchants line the streets of
Downtown. Though there are plenty of gems tucked onto adjoining
streets and neighborhoods, Downtown’s two primary retail and
restaurant corridors span Beach Drive and Central Avenue.

Shopping
Unique finds, from local artwork, handcrafted gifts, antiques, books,
spices, designer clothing and accessories, memorable tchotchkes,
ornate furniture, intoxicating scents and savory treats are just some
of the treasures that can be unearthed in Downtown.
Restaurants
Home to numerous MasterChef and Iron Chef finalists, there is no
shortage of good food in St. Petersburg. Foodies applaud Downtown
restaurants; according to TripAdvisor, 6 of its top 10 St. Petersburg
restaurant recommendations are in Downtown. Downtown has
a strong mixture of cuisines for all taste buds. In-line with its
pedestrian-oriented culture, city ordinances encourage outdoor
dining, livening streetscapes, promoting commerce and increasing
chance encounters with passers-by. Residents and visitors take
advantage of an understated perk of patio seating and sidewalk
cafes—their furry family members can join the meal.

© Intermezzo/Kristina Holman.

Craft Breweries
Downtown is home to a growing collection of breweries—to the
extent that Visit St. Pete Clearwater, the region’s convention
and visitor’s association, has coined a St. Pete Clearwater Craft
Brew Trail. There are 16 breweries in and around the Downtown
core, alone. Recognizing weak diversity within the industry, local
nonprofit Beer Kulture was established in 2017 to introduce
marginalized populations to the world and culture of craft beer
and brewery operation. It connects breweries nationwide to their
respective communities through charitable events and drives.

© 2017, City of St. Pete.

© Zazoo’d
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© ASD|SKY.

© 2020, The Birchwood.

Food Hall Development
As residents, visitors and workers seek out new ways to gather socially, demand is
on the rise for new indoor/outdoor dining concepts. There are a number of food halls
planned for Downtown over the next two years. One just adjacent to Downtown in
The Deuces District will open soon.
Just west of Downtown, The Historic Manhattan Casino is being reimagined to
become a food hall with up to six restaurants. It will also house a coworking and
incubation space focused on helping food startups owned by residents of the
surrounding community expand into the food hall or into their own brick and mortar
operations. The historic building will be a community hub of food, music, art and
culture by providing an affordable coworking, multi-concept food hall and bar, multiuse event space for business meetings, special events, nighttime entertainment and
neighborhood social gatherings.

Central Park Food Hall (551 Central)
Central Avenue will gain a 25,000 square foot, four level food hall by
late 2021. Its name is a nod to its location, New York culinary inspiration, and the open green space of New York’s Central Park. The top
level event space and rooftop patio offers diners a park-like setting.
The third level will offer additional outdoor dining and a modern PanAsian restaurant, the second hosts a New York style Italian clam bar,
and the first level houses seven unique concepts.
An additional hall is in the works for Downtown St. Pete by the owner
of food hall concepts in Midtown Tampa, Orlando and Atlanta.

SPDP 2021
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Hotel Development
Hotels in our region consistently have among the highest RevPAR
(revenue per available room) numbers in the county. Out of town
visitors flock to attractions, parks, restaurants, entertainment and
events—a significant advantage to businesses based here.
The culture of Downtown St. Pete lends itself to work trips that
become staycations and sometimes even permanent relocations.
The hotel inventory includes historic buildings, boutique hoteliers
with unique charm, and newly constructed hotels flying major flags.
Developers have taken note of the demand and are encouraged by
the projects going up in and around Downtown, the compact size of
Downtown, its strong walkability, and scope of amenities.

Hotel Highlights

Over the past year, new hotel properties have opened their doors
and more are preparing to do the same, with Downtown hotel keys
poised to grow by more than 50% upon their completion.

1,491

963

Current Hotel
Rooms

New Hotel
Rooms Planned

Tru by Hilton

Galaxy Hotel

7 floors
132 rooms
Opened July 2020

11 floors
92 rooms
Coming 2021

©City of St. Pete.

© 2020, St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership/Nil Patel.
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Projects

©

Birchwood on Beach Drive. © City of St. Pete.

Name

Address

Keys

Red Apple/400 Central

400 Central Ave.

200

Ascent St. Petersburg/AC Marriott

225 1st Ave. N.,

172

Marriott Hotel/Apartments/Ret/Parking

1st Ave. N. & 5th St. N.

120

Marriott Moxy (Edge Collective)

1246 Central Ave.

161

The Balm Hotel (EDGE Hotel/Marriott Tribute)

11th St & Baum Ave. N.

135

The Edward

116 5th St. S.

83

Galaxy Hotel

1st St N & 3rd Ave N

92
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Transformational
Development of Downtown

Tropicana Field
The Tropicana Field property—an 86 acre site
adjacent to St. Petersburg’s burgeoning EDGE,
Warehouse Arts, Innovation and Deuces Live
districts—is one of the largest contiguous urban infill
sites in the U.S. It represents a unique public private
collaboration opportunity for developers.
The City has undertaken numerous efforts to ensure
the results of this new development are far-reaching
and in-line with community needs. These include
a site assessment, a Downtown mobility study,
gathering community stakeholder feedback, and
the development of multiple master plan concepts,
among many others.

Tropicana Field is adjacent to the EDGE District, Innovation District, Deuces Live and Downtown St. Pete. © City of St. Pete.

In 2020, St. Petersburg participated in the
Bloomberg Harvard City Leadership Initiative
focused on equitable and inclusive redevelopment
of the Tropicana Field site. The City sent political
officials and community leaders to the Bloomberg
headquarters in New York for a week of intensive
planning with some of the nation’s top urban
thinkers. As a result of the City’s efforts, any future
development will honor the history of the site and
fulfill promises made to Black residents whose lives
were uprooted to make way for Tropicana Field.

Conceptual site plan developed by HKS for Tropicana Field in 2018. © City of St. Pete.
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Guiding Principles for
Tropicana Field Redevelopment
•

Honor the site’s history and provide
opportunities for economic equity
and inclusion

•

Provide jobs, entertainment, art and culture
opportunities, retail and commercial space,
mixed-income housing, family-oriented
attractions, conference space, major flagship
hotel

•

Offer workforce development, childcare, early
childhood programs, transportation and mobility
improvements, sustainability initiatives

•

Include space for research, innovation, and
higher education uses

•

Incorporate smart city technologies, promote
walkability, connect existing neighborhoods and
the regional transportation network

•

Reserve significant green space and public
gathering space

•

Align with Grow Smarter, Complete Streets,
Community Benefit Program, Sustainability
Action Plan and Health in All Policies

•

Celebrate and enhance the cultural diversity and
authenticity of the City

•

Work with the Tampa Bay Rays to determine
the benefits of including a ballpark in the new
development

Salt Creek is primed for redevelopment. © City of St. Pete.

Salt Creek
Development plans are underway in and around Salt Creek. Plans call for housing, work
and retail space with enhanced infrastructure to better manage rising tides and severe
weather. Living spaces will include workforce housing and market rate condos. This project
will help to make our city more resilient and ready to deal with a changing climate.
Enhanced public spaces will include significant access to water through a series of
walkways and bridges, and the developers plan to scale down building heights and density
to blend into existing established neighborhoods.
Private investors plan to spend as much as $2 billion over the next decade developing
more than 40 acres as part of the site’s master plan. The developers are working with
city leaders to develop a site plan that emphasizes community needs, environmental
stewardship, economic development efforts and resiliency as part of the design.

© David Calvin Fotos.
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Quality of Life
The Arts

Health

Green Space

K-12 Education

Professional Sports

Transportation
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The Arts

While there are clearly quantitative factors and calculations
that contribute to a decision to start a business, relocate
a business or establish residential roots, there are many
intangibles that influence a major life decision. These quality
of life factors include art, green space, sports, K-12 education,
healthy lifestyles and transportation.

The James Museum of Western & WIldlife Art. © 2018, City of St. Pete.

St. Petersburg brims with creativity, from artists to
independent galleries, world-class museums and performance
groups and venues where talents are showcased. An estimated
250 artists call Downtown St. Pete home—up 20 percent from
five years ago. Many find work within nearby venues.
Beyond the physical museums and galleries, SHINE, an annual
mural festival, brings life to building facades throughout St.
Petersburg. A collaborative effort between PixelStix app and
the St. Pete Art Alliance further increased public access to
these murals in 2020. The app provides a map of dozens of
St. Petersburg murals along with narrations about the artist
and the work.
Demand for art is clear; according to Visit St. Pete Clearwater’s
visitor Profile Study, a major factor for visitors in choosing a
vacation destination is a city’s art and cultural offerings.
This interest from purveyors both near and far results in
a substantial economic impact for the Tampa Bay region—
estimated by Visit St. Pete Clearwater’s Q1-Q4 2019 Visitor
Profile as being over $9 billion.

Mural by Kenny Coil & Marc Berenguer (Break Maiden). © 2020, City of St. Pete.

47

Downtown specifically has become a
concentrated home for many of the
region’s most lauded artistic attractions.

600+

© City of St. Pete.

Murals

10
Museums

14
Galleries

7
Art Districts

Mural by Cecelia Lueza © City of St. Pete.

5
Art Cooperatives

8
Live Performance
Venues
© City of St. Pete.

SPDP 2021

48

Green Space

A decision by the people of St. Petersburg in the early 20th century
to preserve the waterfront for parks and public access rather than for
commercial, port and industrial development set the tone for the type of
residents and businesses who decide to call St. Petersburg home. In 1909,
the City acquired the waterfront land. As a result of its preservation, St.
Petersburg has one of the largest dedicated public waterfront park systems in
North America, stretching 7 miles. These parks are used for public events and
festivals, as well as informal gatherings for residents, workers and visitors.
Today, 78% of children and teens in St. Petersburg live within 10 minute walk
of a park. The Trust for Public Land ranks St. Petersburg #1 in the Southeast
and #19 out of 14,000 cities, towns, and communities in the U.S. for park
access, investment in parks, acreage and amenities.
St. Petersburg recently ranked #7 out of 96 cities vying for Best Places for
Outdoor Enthusiasts. The city outranked all other Florida cities. The analysis
factored commuters who walk or bike to work, nature parks and campgrounds
per 100,000 residents, air pollution, percentage of the city that is parkland,
state outdoor recreation economy, and state and national park coverage,
among other quality of life metrics. St. Petersburg registered the fourthlowest daily air pollution rating.

Downtown Green Spaces
Downtowners are fortunate to have access
to 26 parks, seven playgrounds, three sports
complexes and one Olympic-size pool—within
the Downtown Core.
Additionally, the 45-mile Fred Marquis
Pinellas Trail runs through part of Downtown.
Runners, walkers, cyclists and skaters can
pick up the trail on 1st Avenue S, to connect
with Tarpon Springs, Palm Harbor, Dunedin,
Clearwater, Largo, Seminole, South Pasadena,
Gulfport and stretches of St. Petersburg
beyond Downtown.

© 2020, St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership/Nil Patel.

© 2017 Healthy St. Pete.

St. Petersburg Park Highlights

2,400
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8

ACRES OF PARKLAND

MILES OF FITNESS TRAILS

MILES OF PINELLAS
BLUEWAY TRAILS

168

100+

80+

PARKS

PICNIC AREAS

PLAYGROUND AREAS

77

76

33

ATHLETIC FIELDS

TENNIS COURTS

FOOTBALL/SOCCER FIELDS

30

21

18

BASKETBALL COURTS

BOAT RAMPS

YOUTH BASEBALL FIELDS

13

11

9

REGULATION BASEBALL
FIELDS

SOFTBALL FIELDS

VOLLEYBALL COURTS
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Professional Sports
Downtown St. Pete is home to two professional sports teams: the
Tampa Bay Rays of Major League Baseball, and the Tampa Bay
Rowdies of the United Soccer League.

2020 American League Champions:
Tampa Bay Rays
The Rays played their first game at Tropicana Field in 1998. A new
ownership group, led by businessman Stuart Sternberg, assumed
control of the franchise in October 2005 and began revolutionizing
the way the team operates.
An innovative operations staff has developed unique ways to field a
team and play the game. The new thinking has led to five postseason
appearances since the 2006 season–including 2020 and a 2008 World
Series run–and game strategies replicated throughout the League.
© 2020, Tampa Bay Rays.

© 2020, Tampa Bay Rays.

Tampa Bay Buccaneers
The Bucs play home games in Tampa at Raymond James Stadium. The team is
immersed in the community through a variety of programs.

hampions

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers Social Justice Program: A player-led initiative launched
in 2018, that addresses Police Relations, Criminal Justice Reform, Racial Equality,
Workforce Development and Youth Empowerment while supporting the larger, leaguewide effort towards social justice.

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers Foundation: Strives to uplift our community, inspire youth,
and drive social change through programs that enrich the lives of families in our region.

© 2020, Tampa Bay Rowdies.

2020 Eastern Conference Champions:
Tampa Bay Rowdies
The Rowdies play just down the road from Tropicana Field at
Al Lang Stadium. Established in 1974, they are the oldest sports
franchise in the Tampa Bay area. In 2018, the Rays ownership
acquired the Rowdies, uniting the city’s two professional
sports franchises.
Rays and Rowdies employees have logged more than 37,000
volunteer hours to support nonprofits in the Tampa Bay region.
A part of the fabric of the Tampa Bay community, the teams are
actively involved in numerous business, civic and community
organizations in the area.
In addition to providing an exceptional fan experience and quality
customer service, both organizations are committed to fulfilling
their mission: to energize the community through the magic of
Rays baseball and Rowdies soccer.

Salute to Service: The Bucs support service heroes through Military Day at Training
Camp, an annual Salute to Service game where service men and women take the Oath
of Enlistment during a halftime ceremony, a Military Family of the Year Award, and a
Hero of the Game designee, among other programs.

2020 Stanley Cup Champions: Tampa Bay Lightning
Founded in 1992, our professional ice hockey team plays home games in Downtown
Tampa’s Amalie Arena. In addition to individual philanthropic activities by the
players, the team supports the advancement of the people of Tampa Bay through
its Lightning Foundation.
Hockey is for Everyone: A You Can Play ambassador serves as a leader in the
locker room and the community to promote the League’s growth in its diversity and
inclusion initiatives.
Community Heroes: During each home game, an individual who has helped others
less fortunate in the greater Tampa Bay community is awarded a $50,000 grant to
benefit the organizations of their choice.
Lightning Made: Boys and girls ages 5-10 who are new to hockey get hour long
on-ice training sessions over the course of eight weeks. Children receive their own
complete set of hockey equipment to keep.
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Just across the Bay, National Hockey League (NHL) and the National Football League
(NFL) fans cheer on Tampa Bay’s regional teams.
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Health

In its early days, St. Petersburg’s sun, sand and fresh air were used
to market the burgeoning city as a wellness destination. At the 1885
American Medical Association’s annual convention, Dr. Van Bibber
claimed St. Petersburg to be the perfect “Health City,” inciting
further tourist trade.

Today, the City continues to place an emphasis on health and
wellbeing. The City’s initiative, Healthy St. Pete, strives to build
a culture of health by making the healthy choice the easy choice
through group fitness programs, community events, summer meal
programs, classes and advocacy.

© 2015 City of St. Pete.

Healthy Choices
Access to quality food is a major part of a healthy lifestyle.
Grocers big and small serve Downtown. Two Publix Supermarkets
are located in Downtown, along with eight small markets.
Between October and May, the Saturday Morning Market
brings together 170 local vendors as they showcase fresh fruit,
vegetables, goods and services. A smaller market in Williams
Park runs from June to August.

Active Lifestyle
Much of Downtown’s seven mile waterfront
is ideal for boating, sailing, kayaking,
paddleboarding, swimming, fishing and other
watersports. Downtown is also the site of
numerous outdoor activities and annual races
for the running, biking and general active
lifestyle enthusiasts.

© 2015 City of St. Pete.

© 2015 City of St. Pete.
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© Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital/Allyn DiVito.

Two sisters share a moment. © Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital/Allyn DiVito.

Medical Care
Downtown is home to hospitals, providers and medical practices offering
exceptional care:

•

Bayfront Baby Place is one of just 12 Level III Regional Perinatal Intensive
Care Centers (RPICC) in Florida

•

Pinellas County’s only trauma center at Bayfront St. Petersburg has held its
Level II Trauma Center designation since 1986

•

Bayflite—the largest hospital-based flight program in the Southeastern
United States

•

Johns Hopkins All Children’s is nationally ranked in 8 pediatric specialties

Johns Hopkins All Children’s: All Children’s Hospital (JHACH) is the 1st U.S.
hospital outside of the Baltimore area to be affiliated with Johns Hopkins Health
Systems. Established in 1927, today’s hospital has grown to include a 10-floor
hospital, seven-floor outpatient care center and a recently opened Children’s
Research Institute. Within the past two years, the hospital invested $95M into a
simulation center, classrooms, labs and collaborative spaces.

Bayfront Health St. Petersburg: Bayfront Health St. Petersburg is a 480
bed hospital in Downtown. It has invested over $100M over five years in
recent infrastructure, equipment, and technology enhancements. From its
earliest days, the hospital had a rich history of community service. In 2015,
the hospital converted its public charity to a private health foundation—
Foundation for a Healthy St. Petersburg. The Foundation is the largest grant
making foundation in St. Petersburg, working to address health disparities,
advance population health, and achieve health equity in Pinellas County.
The hospital was purchased by nonprofit Orlando Health in late 2020.

St. Anthony’s: St. Anthony’s Hospital is a private 393-bed hospital
founded in 1931 by the Franciscan Sisters of Allegany. Hospital team
members strive to advance the level of compassionate care provided
to patients and the community. The Hospital offers advanced medical
technologies and outstanding physicians who care for the whole person,
with dignity and respect. Part of BayCare Health System, the Hospital
engages in continuous external and internal improvements to better meet
the needs of our community.
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K-12 Education
Fundamental Schools
St. Petersburg’s public education is overseen by the
Pinellas County School Board with 140 public schools in the
County and over 100 private schools. Options available to
parents present opportunities for their children to choose
college, a trade program, or directly enter the workforce.
70 institutions offer magnet, fundamental, gifted and
career programs that focus on students’ interests, talents
and abilities, including the Arts, Automotive, Business,
Construction, Culinary Arts, Education & Leadership,
Environmental Studies, International Studies, Journalism,
Law, Medicine, Public Safety and STEM. Here is an overview
of the options available.

The county’s 12 fundamental schools focus on parental involvement, student
responsibility and self-discipline through daily homework, a strict dress code, and
required attendance at conferences and monthly parent meetings.

Magnets & Career Technical Education
Application Programs (CTEs)
There are 24 CTEs at high schools throughout Pinellas County. 10 elementary and
middle schools have a career focus. These programs prepare students for college or
career through thematic curriculums in Cultural Arts, International Studies, Technology,
Science and Engineering, and provide opportunities for industry certification in Nursing,
Veterinary Assisting, Building and Construction Design, Technology, Electricity, Digital
and Graphic Arts, Marine Mechanics and Game and Simulation Programming.

International Baccalaureate (IB)
8 schools from elementary to high offer an IB curriculum. This program empowers
students to inquire into a wide range of issues and ideas of significance locally,
nationally and globally. The result is young people who are creative, critical and
reflective thinkers.

Dual Enrollment
St. Petersburg College, University of Florida and Pinellas Technical College offer free
college classes to qualified high school students in Pinellas County. These courses help
students simultaneously gain high school and college credits.

Pinellas County Virtual Schools (PVS) K-12

© 2020, St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership/Nil Patel.

Students who are independent learners and have basic computer skills have the
flexibility to attend full or part time and can work at their own pace through PVS.
Students and Learning Coaches receive instructional oversight by highly qualified
teachers and apply the latest technology for online learning.
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St. Petersburg recognizes the connection between education and the future workforce
needs of our community. There are a number of initiatives that work towards providing
optimal and equitable educational experiences to everyone in the community.

Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK)
Florida’s VPK program is designed to prepare all four-year-olds for kindergarten and
build the foundation for their educational success. Children who turn 4 years old on
or before September 1st and reside in the state of Florida are eligible.
© 2019 City of St. Pete.

STEM Academy
Results of these programs and others
speak for themselves. Pinellas County:

In addition to STEM curriculum in schools, the free after-school academy offers
5,000 students each year hands-on engineering design challenges, presents career
options in STEM, improves team-building and leadership skills, teaches business
planning, and gives students opportunities to interact with community and business
partners. Additionally, 18 schools in the District have a STEM focus.

Technology Access

Mentoring
Numerous mentorship programs connect students with the business community.
Successful programs include Lunch Pals where a community member has a weekly
virtual lunch with a child throughout the duration of the school year. My Brother’s
and My Sister’s Keeper connects young people in St. Petersburg to mentoring,
support networks, and the skills they need to find a good job or go to college and
work their way into the middle class.

2019-2020 STATS

The district builds educational equity through access to proper technology,
distributing 42,000 laptops to students in grades four through nine for the 20202021 school year, establishing over 500 hotspots, and partnering with local groups on
programs like Gadgets for Good where residents donate electronic devices to support
members of the community in need.

Holds the highest
graduation rate among the
state’s 10 largest districts

Exceeds both state and
national high school
graduation rates

Is home to four of the
state’s top 100 magnet
high schools

Leads the state in
kindergarten readiness

74%

69%

of Pinellas Children Under
4 Attended VPK

Readiness Rate PostVPK Completion

88%

78%

High School
Graduation Rate

Increase in Reading
Readiness

Sources: Early Learning Coalition of Pinellas County;
Pinellas County Schools; U.S. News & World Report
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Transportation
Downtown is a seamless destination for navigation. Built upon a
grid system, numbered streets make it easy to arrive at destinations
and gauge distance for drivers, pedestrians, bikers and public
transit users, alike.
According to Redfin’s Walk Score which factors pedestrian friendliness
by analyzing population density and road metrics such as block length
and intersection density, Downtown is St. Petersburg’s most walkable
area. Receiving a score of 78 out of 100, Downtown walkers can hit an
average of seven restaurants, bars and coffee shops in five minutes.
Recognitions extend to the biking community. St. Petersburg was
recognized in 2020 by the League of American Bicyclists as a Silverlevel Bicycle Friendly City for its attention to promoting, educating,
and investing in bicycle friendliness—enhancing its bronze rating the
City held since 2006. The League also ranks the City fifth in the entire
nation for Bicycle Friendly Businesses.

© City of St. Pete.

Traveling About Downtown
Downtown St. Pete offers residents, workers and visitors a variety
of modes of transportation to move about its corridors.

St. Petersburg Trolley Downtown Looper
This is a free service picking up passengers at 20 destinations
throughout Downtown every 15 minutes, seven days a week.
The Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA)
This presently operates 205 buses and trolleys that serve 43 routes.
Demand response service is also provided to the mobility impaired.
There are 11 routes that make stops in Downtown St. Pete.
Coast Bike Share
There are 300 bikes available 24/7 via Coast Bike Share at more than
40 different locations throughout the city. Twenty of the hubs are
located in Downtown St. Pete. Hubs are placed in high traffic areas,
suggested mostly by users, to better help serve as a ‘last mile’ option.
Electric Scooters
Veo and Razor deployed an estimated 450 scooters in St. Pete in
2020. Scooters travel at a speed of 15 mph and have a range of
20 miles. Both e-scooters cost $1 to start and then $0.33-0.37 per
minute. Corrals are planned for each block.

© 2020, St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership/Nil Patel.

Car-Free St. Pete

Several modes connect travelers from Downtown to destinations far beyond.

Demand for transportation options is strong among Downtowns today.
Businesses scouting Downtown often express their employees’ wishes
for a car-free lifestyle. For those not looking to entirely abandon their
personal vehicles, there is great interest in the ability to park once in
one of the 6,500 on-street spaces or 25,000 off-street spaces and use
various transportation modes to move about Downtown. Many, however,
simply do not know what transit options exist.

Central Avenue Trolley
This trolley provides a single-seat ride from Downtown St. Pete’s Bayshore
Drive to St. Pete Beach. Fares vary based upon final destination.
SunRunner
This is a new Bus Rapid Transit, or BRT service opening in 2022. BRT is a
specialized transit service with dedicated lanes and traffic signal priority
facilitating more frequent bus arrivals. Running from Downtown to St. Pete
Beach, buses will accept passengers at 11 stations in Downtown every 15
minutes during the day and every 30 minutes in the evening.
Cross-Bay Ferry
This seasonal high-speed ferry connects Downtown St. Pete to Downtown
Tampa via a 50-minute journey across the Bay. Docks are located at
Downtown St. Pete’s Vinoy Basin and the The Florida Aquarium in
Downtown Tampa. 50,000+ passengers traveled last season.
Airports
Downtown St. Pete is located within 20 miles of two international airports—
Tampa International (TPA) and St. Pete-Clearwater International (PIE), and a
45-minute commute from Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport. Albert
Whitted is the municipal airport located in Downtown handling 89,000
aircraft operations annually.

© 2020, St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership/Nil Patel.

In 2019 the St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership launched Car-Free St.
Pete with the help of four transportation partners—Coast Bike Share,
Cross Bay Ferry, Downtown Looper and PSTA.
Car-Free St. Pete seeks to raise awareness of all the transportation
options available as a step towards changing the behavior of those living,
working, and playing in the downtown area—prompting them to try one
of the many, amazing alternative modes of transportation rather than
routinely deferring to their personal vehicle.
The group promotes the cost savings, personal wellness, positive
environmental impacts and wide-reaching economic impacts of increased
use of personal car alternatives through social media and events.

© 2020, PSTA.
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St. Petersburg’s Commitment

Development is a crucial component of successful cities.
Smart development must not only consider the present but
look to the future. There are numerous measures that St.
Petersburg has in place to ensure just that—well thoughtout, sustainable and positively impactful development.
© 2020, City of St. Pete

Coastal High Hazard Area
Preserving community assets from sea-level rise and damage
mitigation in the event of natural disasters are top-of-mind
for coastal cities like St. Petersburg. The Coastal High Hazard
Area was updated in 2016, resulting in a major expansion of
the overall boundary to include critical areas for economic
development and urban growth. To provide more flexibility for
redevelopment and allow increases in density and intensity
of development, the City is recommending higher design
standards for multifamily residential development that will
increase resiliency, reduce flood risk, protect against storm
surge, offer mitigation for service and infrastructure needs
during major storm events, and enable safe re-occupation as
quickly as possible.

Opportunity Zones
The Opportunity Zone Program is a community development
program established to inspire long-term investments in lowincome urban and rural areas nationwide. Investors in any
of the seven identified zones can defer and/or reduce their
federal capital gains taxes.

Community Redevelopment Areas (CRAs)
There are three CRAs in St. Petersburg. These special districts capture increases in
property taxes to support economic development projects within that district. This
has included sustainable financing to assist private enterprise to create wealth
and opportunity, assistance for the development of affordable housing, workforce
readiness programs, and financing for public improvement projects designed to
spark private development.

City & County Support
The City and County are dedicated to positioning businesses for success. This can
take the form of incentives, including the Ad Valorem Tax Exemption program,
Qualified Target Industry Tax Refund, and the Grow Smarter Job Creation and Talent
Attraction Program. St. Petersburg and Pinellas County collaborate with new and
existing businesses on talent—matching companies with the right prospects, as well
as offering employee training.

COVID Grants
In 2020, the City rolled out a $6.8 million grant program—The Fighting Chance
Fund—for locally owned and independently operated small businesses impacted by
COVID-19. Grants were awarded to 5,356 businesses and entrepreneurs. Pinellas
County rolled out CARES Small Business Grants in May and has distributed over $36
million to local small businesses and nonprofits.

CEO SPOTLIGHT

President and CEO of Peaten
Reese Peaten Consulting, Inc.

What do you see looking ahead into St. Petersburg’s future?

How long have you lived in St. Petersburg?
I was born and raised in St. Petersburg. I lived in the Gas Plant District.
Though I have traveled the world, I have always chosen to make this my home.

What are the key business factors you see as strengths for starting your
company in St. Petersburg?

St. Pete is open and honest regarding what is here and what we need to work
on. What makes us progressive is that we are moving towards unity. The
government and the people have a real desire to get beyond the things that
have caused inequities in our community. My work here is challenging but it
has shown me that St. Pete is a place that is sincerely attempting to be aware
and address equity and inclusivity. I believe we have reached a critical mass
where more people want us to be a more inclusive community and are willing
to put in the work to get there. My city gives me hope.

My business has been around over 20 years and it is just wonderful; I am
able to do work here that aligns with my ethics, my purpose and my passion.
This is a good place for businesses large and small. Ethnicity of the business
owner does not determine their clientele. There is such a diversity within
the population that there are not too many businesses you could conceive
of and not find a customer base. The businesses support and refer one
another. Greater Downtown retail owners are welcoming, with a, “Come on in,
neighbor,” policy.

What are the key lifestyle factors you see as strengths for St. Petersburg?
There’s a lot to be said about St. Pete. We have the kind of climate that is
conducive to being outdoors nearly all year long. We have become a nationally
recognized arts destination and a mecca of sorts for those who love the arts.
The access to live plays, the orchestra, museums is just incredible. It feeds
that arts and culture hunger that so many people have. We are a tourist
attraction and hearing the mix of accents from those visiting from all over the
world is just music to my ears.

Tell me about the culture of the city.
St. Pete has been declared a City of Compassion and a City of Peace. We have
an ever-growing LGBTQ community. We were the first city in the country that
raised a flag in honor of Black History Month. Our combination of elected
leadership and organizations coming together has led to a wonderful coming
together of culture. The people here connect in ways that are open and
authentic. We don’t deal with the overt racism in our community that many

In addition to being the CEO of Peaten Reese Peaten, Gwendolyn Reese also serves as the President of
the African American Heritage Association. © 2020, St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership/Nil Patel.
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Gwendolyn Reese

areas of the country are experiencing. We have a community-wide awakening
to the importance of understanding what’s happening now, why from a
historical perspective and how to move forward.

stpetepartnership.org

“

While our skyline continues to transform we are working hard to
make sure our city’s growth keeps its distinguishing character in

”

mind; that we honor our past, while we pursue our future.

— Mayor Rick Kriseman

